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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, United States, 1922. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152
mm. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****The outbreak of war in the year 1914
found me by chance in England, and there | remained, chiefly at Oxford, until the day of the peace. During
those five years, in rambles to Iffley and Sandford, to Godstow and Wytham, to the hospitable eminence of
Chilswell, to Wood Eaton or Nuneham or Abingdon or Stanton Harcourt, Crossing the stripling Thames at Bab-
lock-hithe, these Soliloquies were composed, or the notes scribbled from which they have been expanded. Often
over Port Meadow the whirr of aeroplanes sent an iron tremor through these reveries, and the daily casualty
list, the constant sight of the wounded, the cadets strangely replacing the undergraduates, made the
foreground to these distances. Yet nature and solitude continued to envelop me in their gentleness, and seemed
to remain nearer to me than all that was so near. They muffled the importunity of the hour; perhaps its very
bitterness and incubus of horror drove my thoughts deeper than they would otherwise have ventured into the
maze of reflection and of dreams. It is a single maze, though we traverse it in opposite moods, and distinct
threads conduct us; for when the most dire events have assumed their punctiform places in the history of our
lives, where they will stand eternally, what are they but absurd episodes in a once tormenting dream?.
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