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THE THIRD PART. There is as loud a clamour raised in exaltation
of the Church as is spread to extol fathers and councils; whilst
the minds of men know not what their true character is, and our
ears are stunned with the empty sound of words. But let the
Romanists explain to us what the Church is--which is the Church
--and where the Church is. Their great object has been to
represent themselves as the Church in the persons of their
pontiff, cardinals, bishops, and priests. We must set aside, then,
the various treatises and definitions of the word Church, and
take our stand upon the creed which declares-- | believe one holy
Christian Church, the Communion of Saints. The creed clearly
declares what the Church is--namely, the Communion of Saints;
and the word Ecclesia signifies a congregation of persons--Jews,
Gentiles, or Christians,...
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