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Congress Print on Demand *****.Science and technology have a

pervasive influence over a wide range of issues confronting the
nation. Decisions on how much federal funding to invest in
research and development (RD), and determining what
programs have the highest priority, for example, may have
implications for homeland security, new high technology

[ industries, government/private sector cooperation in RD, and
myriad other areas. This report indicates the sweep of science

and technology in many public policy issues, although it
cannot provide a comprehensive examination of every science
or technology issue which may be of interest to Congress. In
some areas, such as global climate change and stem cell
research, the importance of science and technology is explicit
and in the forefront of the policy debate. In others, such as
patent protection and telecommunications reform, science
and technology may not be as explicit, but are important
drivers affecting how policy makers may make decisions. This
report also addresses key issues that directly affect, or are
affected by, science and technology. Other mechanisms which
may indirectly impact science and technology - such as tax,
antitrust,...
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