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Johann Heinrich Alsted, a theologian of the Reformed Church, the author of a vast body of theological,
philosophical, and pedagogical works, and the master who, in many directions, exerted a profound influence
upon the famous educator Comenius, was born in 1588 at Herborn, in Nassau. His father, a minister and
teacher, devoted himself to his education until at the age of 14 he was enrolled on the books of the gymnasium
or padagogium of his native town. This was at the time a famous school, having more than 150 pupils. Its
curriculum was devoted primarily to religious instruction and the study of the ancient languages, without
neglecting arithmetic, music, and the mother tongue. Graduating as an accomplished Latinist, well versed also
in philosophy and theology, Alsted proceeded upon one of those academic journeys (peregrinationes
academicae) that were at the time regarded as an indispensable supplement to the education of a cultured
scholar. Before returning home he had listened to the distinguished teachers of the day at Marburg, Frankfurt,
Heidelberg, Strasburg, and Basle. Alsted now became a teacher in the High School at Herborn, where his
amazing literary activity soon rendered his name illustrious throughout Germany, and procured him the rank
of extraordinary professor of philosophy (1610). The youth of all lands in which the reformed religion had taken
root flocked to hear him, and among others Comenius (1611), who owed to the youthful professor his first
impulse towards didactic studies. In 1615 Alsted was made ordinary professor; and in 1618 one finds him among
those summoned to the Dordrechter Synod, at which the orthodox reformed theology was to win...
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